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The story of Bukla Mania

goes back to 1991 when we went on our first major
expedition around the lush and mysterious

Black Sea Coast of Turkey.

Being completely mesmerized with the way

natural wonders and thousand years of

history come together, we went on countless hikes
around numerous cultural sites, trekked many un-
discovered trails, organized challanging expeditions
and in time became certified tour guides who are
also experts at the various sports activities in the
various destinations around Turkey.

Our enthusiasm for discovering nature, culture and
people led us to share our experience with large
numbers of friends and nature lovers, who helped
us realize that the way we offer the many tours in
our programs are actually quite unique.

In 2000 we founded Bukla Mania and
pride ourselves in offering what came to be known
as ‘possibly the best nature tours of Turkey'.

‘We owe our fame to
practicing our passion for a living, which

in this day and age seems to have become a rarity.

f beach tours, we do our best

—

This brochure is intended for international tour agencies who are ihtereéte!d in operatirfg'.’tburs in Tu‘rf(éy\. The tours

in this brochure are-a sample of the range of destinations and activities Bukla Mania offers. All tours presented here

can be custormized for any specific group, regardless of their ethnic, racial or religious differences, and therefore the

packages do not indicate any specific dates or rates. Bukla Manid is open to:partnership with interested parties and
can operate operate tours in Turkey on their behalf. Please contact our office for more information.
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In this brochure you will find a selection of
Bulkla tours that bring you the best of nature
and culture in Turkey.

At Bukla we bring you over 15 years of ex-
perience and over at least 100 unique tours
that promote ecotourism.

With a typical Bulda tour, you can expect
to gaze at the rolling hills of the Anatolian
plains from the summit of Mt. Ararat or trel
on the Lycian trails only to get lost in the
mystery of the ancient civilizations.

You can also find yourself climbing up to
Noah's Ark or kayaking around sunken cit-
ies. Bukla also offers varous sailing tours:
your trip can be in Istanbul on the Bospho-
rus ovetlooking Eurcpe and Asia simulta-
neously or on the turgouise waters of the
Meditteranean overlocking thousands of
years of history.

Bukla prides itself in offering the best treks,
hilkes and expeditions, as well as culture
and activity tours in the seven regions and
dozens of historical sites in Turkey.

MISSION

Bukla Mania’s mission is to improve and
establish ecotourism in Tutkey. It is with
great dedication that Bukla Mania offers
nature friendly tours and works to promote
sustainability in the ecosystems around
Turkey.

Farmous for its custom tours that include the
‘must see’ locations and the hidden treas-
ures, Bukla tours are alternatives to mass
tourism ensuwring a variety of personal ex-
periences at all the featured destinations.

Bukla recognizes the importance of pre-
serving the unique fauna and flaura in the
Anatolian plain as well as the authentic
cultures in the region where thousands of
years of history lies waiting to be discov-
ered.

Bukla:

[boo-kh-lah; Lazh] -noun

1. root, in Lazh language of the an-
dent Colchis civilization of Caucasus ,
spoken only In today’s North Eastern
Turkey and Westem Georgia

2. organizer of the best nature and
culture tours in Turkey

Bukla Manifa:

[boo-kh-lah mey-thiee-uh; Lazh] -noun
1. excessive excitement or enthusi-
asm experienced at the idea of going
on a Bukla tour

VISION
Owr vision is to establish a awareness and
appreciation of the natural and cultural rich-
es of Turkey through the ecotours we offer.
‘We always strive to be the best tour agency
that offers the highest standards of service.
Establishing a feeling of trust and appecia-
tion with our clients and partners is and will
always be our top priority.

FOUNDERS

Founded in 2000, Bukla Mania is the brain-
child of tour guides Bllent Saraloglu and
Okan Yeniglin who have incorporated the
full advantages of being natives of the
Eastem Blacksea Region of Turkey into the
distinct tours offered at Bulkla Mania. Be-
g cousins, the founders have displayed a
high level of teamwork that helped them
become leaders in nature tours in Turkey.

The young and dynamic duo and their team
of tour guides have always been loyal to
their founding principles of love of nature,
culture and people, which has quickly
made them one of the most trusted ecot-
oursm agencies in Turkey.

LEADERS

Bulla sets high standards of service to en-
sure that the tours run smoothly and is a
fun experience and chooses its guides ac-
cordingly. They are all seasoned travellers
and mountaineers, either selected from a
list of experienced professionals or trained
by Bulla. The majority of Bukla guides are
otiginally natives of where they tour and
introduce customs and cultures of that spe-
dfic region with the advantage of offering
the insider perspective.

Sports activities are conducted under the
supervision of an expert. Bulkda guides are
fluent in English, but depending on the
nature of the group, guides fluent in other
languages can be employed as well.  All
Bulda guides are well-trained in first aid and
outdoor survival techniques.

Bukla tour leaders are all proactive individ-
uals experienced in talking initiative under
tough conditions that involve high levels
of risk.

Most  importantly the common  trait
amongst all the Bulda team members (from
the group leader to the driver and the
coolt) is that they are people who love their
job and start each tour with a new level of
exciternent and utmost care for client sat-
Isfaction.

GUIDES

Sorne Bulkla guides are professionals who
worlk on a freelance agreement on spe-
dfic tours. Others are local guides and
local service providers that Bukla has suc-
cessfully worked with year after year.

Bulda guides are all nature enthusiasts anc
are comfortable with the idea of trekking
for miles to talke photos of endernic plants
or crossing mountain ranges to find a rare
forest orchid.

All Bukla employees are guides as well,

which gives Bukla the advantage of an ex-
tra level of expertise during preparation,
presentation and operation. In other words,
your questions and concems are handled
by experts at all times.

OFFICE

Our office is located in one of
the most popular parts of Istan-
bul, eon Istiklal Avenue in Beyoglu.
Please come by to taste our fresh brewed
Rize tea, harvested in the North Eastern
Black Sea Coast of Turkey. We will be hap-
py to tell you about our tours in detail.

EDUCATION

Bukla offers various courses by profession-
als of photography, mountaineering, first
aid and diving, thanks to a generous spon-
sorship by Fuji Film. We can organize cus-
tormized training programs per request. We
are open to hosting events, screenings and
exhibitions of projects that promote aware-
ness of nature and ecotourism at no cost.

INTERNATIONAL PARTNERSHIPS

Bukla operates tours in a variety of sites in
Turkey on behalf of international tour agen-
des, under their name. On occasions that
call for Bulda expertise, Bukla employs its
own staff and experts. In other cases, Bukla
works with professionals and institutions
of those specific regions. Bulla represents
its intemational partners with utmost care
and respect, offering the best of the famous
Turkish hospirality.

FUJI FILM as BUKLA SPONSOR

Fujifilm has long been a sponsor of Bukla
Mania, suppotting the nature tours and
offering photography classes at the Bukla
Mania office. Tujifilm has been a dedicated
sponsor in all the Bukla Mania endevours to
establish responsible tourism in Turkey.

WEBSITE

Operating one of the most advanced and
detailed tour websites in Turtey, Bukla
features its various services and programs
online at the following web addresses:
www. bukla.corn

www . buklashop.com
www.dimbararat.com

www. butilitur. corm

www lkaradeniztatil.com

Most of our websites are designed for cli-
ents in Turkey. Our e-commerce site of-
fers services only to customers in Turkey.
The English version of our website is set to
launch in May 2007. All Bukla websites are
protected with the state of the art digital
security programs that operate at 128 bit
SLL.

FINANCIAL SECURITY

Bulla Travel Agency is a fully licensed and
bonded tour operator, holding an A type
no. 4709 permit issued by the Ministry of
Tourism of Turkey. In addition Bukla is a
member of Turkish Travel Agents Associa-
tion (TURSAB). All Bukla tours are bonded
with the Ministry. Bukla is subject to regular
Inspection under the laws and regulations
of Turkish Republic. You can book with
Bulla in complete confidence that all mon-

ies paid to us for trips are fully protected.

STANDARDS OF SERVICE

We do not compromise on our quality and
standards at all costs. We know how small
details contribute to the success of a tour
and the satisfaction of our clients.
Providing the leadership of experts and
experienced guides, delicious and fulfilling
meals, well maintained vehicles, clean ac-
comodation choices, state of the art equip-
ment and hospitable service are the main
tenets of Bukla operations.

Bukla tours are always high quality. Please
note however that ecotourism is rarely is
about Tuxury.

SATISFACTION

With its 15 years of service Bukla is the
leader in nature tours and activity programs.
We believe that our values and hardwork
is the main reason behind our long-lasting
success and that repeat bookings are the
best testament to our clients’ satisfaction.

NON-DISCRIMINATION

Bulkla Mania believes in diversity and
does not discriminate on the basis
of race, colour, religion, sexual ori-
entation, national and ethnic origin.

All Bukla Tours are GLBT friendly and can be
organized for specific groups per request.

ECOTOURISM

Bulkla gives utmost importance to ecotour-
ism, to being respectful and respensible to-
wards the nature, culture and pecple of the
lands travelled. Complying with the laws
and regulations of natural and historical
preservation, Bukla organizes tours that are
not intrusive to the habitat of the region.

Bukla alse works to support local econo-
mies by employing as many services locally
as possible. Bukla's years of expertise in all
its destinations provides a reliable network
of local services that include but are not
limited to accomodation, transportation,
eateries, equipment rentals, guides and
bed & brealdasts.

BUKLA VALUES

EXPERIENCE
Qur main objective is for you to have a personal experience on a Bukla tour. We
hope to offer you new insights and perspectives on life.

ENTERTAINMENT

Bukla tours are designed in compliance
with the rules and regulations determined
by national parks and nature preservation
sites. The idea of being least intrusive is one
of the main reasons why Bukla chooses to
tour small groups in general.

Bukla activities are desighed not to pollute
the water, earth or air in any way. Bukla col~-
lects its camp site trash and disposes it at
locations assigned by national parlks.

GROUP SIZES

Our main goal is to organize tours with
small humbers of attendees and we try our
best to keep the groups at 15 people. Our
experience has shown that small groups
are quite flexible to leave less of an impact
on the natural and cultural habitat and that
they engage in better communication with
the locals. The number of attendees per tour
may change depending on the conditions.

PRICING

In general Bukla tours are a little more ex-
pensive than the standard vacation pack-
ages of mass tourism. One of the main rea-
sohis for this difference is about Bukla tours
offering an ‘experience’ as opposed to a
regular sightseeing tour.

Also Bulkla standards for ecotourism are
much higher than the average tour agency
and this care factor has an impact on the
rates.

Another factor is due to the reason that
Bukla tours tend to be for small number of
ecotourists. Last but not the least, Bulkla
tours are organized into less travelled parts
of Turkey where transportation and acco-
modation options are few, which in effect
results in employing expert leaders in lim-
ited months of the year.

Bukla is generous with its service. There
are no hidden extras within its pricing and
does not collect fees during the tour for any
part of the program. Bulkla worlks to pro-
vide a single price. All the details outlined
on a tour are included in the price. As the
low-cost airfares to reach the main destina-
tion can vary due to the season and tim-

We feel entertainment is a large part of travelling. Bukla team of guides and leaders
are fun-loving people with a healthy sense of humeur. and make entertainment a

priority.
PASSION & INNOVATION

Cur passion is to be the best tour agents we can be, so we constantly innovate and
improve our teurs to provide the best pessible experience.

HONESTY

We strive to be the most open tour operators we can be and offer all kinds of details
and information that will prepare our clients to the physical, emotional and finan-

cial issues involved with the trip.




ing, Bukla rates do not indude alfare and
are always land-only rates. Aldare can be
added to the package per request. Please
note that advance reservation s always
least costly.

DISCOUNTS
Bukla offers varylng discounts under the
following conditions:
group discount
family discount (min. 4 people)
multiple tour discount
advance resetvation discount
member discount

CHANGES [N PRCGRAM

All programs are under the leaders’ con-
trel. Leaders have the authority to make
changes in the tour program. Should there
be a force majeur situation and/or phiysical
and psychological health conditions, the
leader can propose the most reasonable
alternative. Bukla recommends that you be
open to such changes while booking your
adventure travel package.

SAFETY

Your safety is our foremost priotity. Cur
teamns, especialty the leaders and guides
at expeditions are experienced in first ald
and rescue. [n addition our camp sites are
in constant check. Even onh our adventure
tours we plan the program with the mini-
mum fsks involved, which we believe is
the reason why we have not had a safety
issue to date.

No one Is allowed to endanger the safety of
the tour group. Should there be a condition
that raises a safety issue, the group leader
may decide to partially ot completely can-
cel the tour. [n such cases there always is
an alternative proposed. If the alternative
is not accepted by the tour attendees, the
tour is officially cancelled,

CLIENT PROFILE

Bukla clients range from the average na-
ture lover to the activity enthusiast, from
an ecology expert to a family looking to
learn and explore magical sites of Turkey.

Regardless of their fitness condition, Bukla
clients are nature lovers and tours can be
customized per their interests, needs and
wishes. With the exception of expeditions
and tigorous hikes, Bukla offers tours that
are compatible with the condition of its at-
tendees and wotks to minimize the effects
of any physlcal disadvantages they may
have.

Most Bukla dlents are in their 20s and 30s,
but the age tange can be anywhere from
15-60. Majority of Bukla clients are com-
ptised of singles (709%) and females {9%:60).
Bukla tours are focused on expetiencing
authentic cultures and nearly extinct ele-
ments of nature in their natural habitat and
therefore are not good for individuals who
have expectations for high maintenance
service.

[n addition, most Bukla tours are designed
to offer a sense of adventure and discov-
ery. Despite being planned out in detail by

10 ‘MUST-DO’S IN TURKEY

1- Hike on the plateaus of Mt. Kackar
2- Climb Mt. Ararat to see Noah's Ark
3- Sea kayak on sunken city Kekova

4- Take a fauna tour in Fittina Valley

5- Sall in turquoise waters of Turkey

8- Discover the mystety of Cappadocia
7- Tour Turkey's Southeastet region
8- Explore anclent sites from Gallipoli
to Ephesus to Antalya

9- Trek the Lydan trail

10- Sall on the Bosphotus in [stanbul

During these discoveries be prepared
to feel at home with Turkish hospitality
and make sure you enjoy the delicious
marvels of the Turkish cuisine and the
beautiful fauna and flora of Anatolia.

theless prone to changes in weather con-
ditions and Bukla dients are expected to
be open to any specific alterations made
accordinghy.

Bringlng together a group of nature lov-
ers with common wvalues, Bukla tours
are always great oppottunites for con-
necting people and have withessed
the start of many sttong friendships.

TOUR TYPES

TREKKING & HIKING: Walking tours in the
country, plains, forests and on mountain
ranges. Great oppottunity to observe the
flaura and fauna of the reglon .

EXPEDITIONS: Mountalneerdng tours on
high altitudes. Require good condition
for challanging weather and tetrain condi-
tioms.

CULTURE: Exploration tours that foous
on the past and present of cvilizatlons of
the region. Incudes first hand expetience
with the local cultures and their lifestyles,
anything from their folklore and customs to
their festivals and weddings.

ACTIVITY TOURS: High-adrenaline tours
that include cycling, canyoning, rafting, pa-
ragliding, snowshoeing, mototiking and
mounitaln biking, divingand hotrseback rid-
ing. Always includes experts and provides
state of the art gear.

SPECIAL [INTEREST TOURS: Customized
around your interests, It can be anything
fromm a tour on bird observation to cave ex-
plotation, flora and fauna photography to
flying with a microlight.

ADDITIONAL TOURS: Added to the begin-
ning or the end of amaln tour, these tours are
currently offeredinistanbuland Cappadocia.

CUSTOM TOURS

Bukla also offers custom tours, which
are more preferable in the cases of small
groups, families, corporations  and/or
friends.

Custom tours are formed either by a Bulla
tour being adapted to the group size, or a
completely new tour being created just for
that group.

All that you have to do is tell us place,
time, accomodation type, duration, season,
number of people, type of activity, starting
and ending locations, services included in
the program, type of accomodation and
transportation and we can create you a
custom tour for you.

FAMILY TOURS:

You can attend most Bukla tours with your
family, however when it comes to includ-
ing children the situation calls for a tour per
family kind of approach.

TOUR INFORMATION

MINIMUM DEPARTURE

Bukla tries hard to make sure there’s a tour
to places of common interest and on most
tours determines a minimum number of at-
tendees. On ‘minimum departure’ tours,
the tour can only be launched when the re-
quired number of people sign up.

DEFAULT DEPARTURE

Some Bukla tours can be referred to as ‘De-
fault Departure, simply on the basis that the
tour will operate even if only one person
signs up for it.

SEASON

Geographically Turkey is located between
all kinds of climates and this creates an ad-
vantage in ecotourism, which is being able
to experience all four seasons in different
parts of the country. You may be skiing in
the north one day and swimming in the
Mediterranean the next. Eastermn provinces
may be in the thick of snow while the west-
ern provinces may be welcoming spring.

Best season for expeditions is from the
end of June to end of September. The sail-
ing tours in the Mediterranean are best
from the beginning of May to the end of
October. Winter tourism starts mid Decem-
ber and lasts till mid March. Springtime is
good for all activities except swimming and
mountaineering.

FLEXIBLE DATES

Bukla tour dates are determined in advance,
and creating additional tours are normally
not considered unless there's a group or
a family large enough to charter a tour for
themselves.

ACCOMODATION

Bukla tour accomodations generally place
two people per room and rate accomoda-
tion accordingly. As some accomodation
options do not offer single rooms for all tour
members. Should the opportunity rise for
single rooms however the difference needs
to be paid on the spot.

There may also be situations where the
capacity of rooms will be 3-4 people. This
information will be provided to you in ad-
vance.

If you are attending a Bukla tour by your-
self, and if accomodation options are 2-
person rooms, you are expected to share a
room with a same-sex person.

Bukla determines accomodation options
with the objective to support the local serv-
ices. Boutique hotels and bed & breakasts
are the top priority. If there are no avail-
abilities then we check out country homes
and pension type hostels. Please note that
as we go on our ecotourism tour, the plac-
es we travel to will not be the hot spot of
tourism and thus local facilities will not be
fully prepared for all your needs. Some
mountain resorts may have commeon bath
and common wc only and there may be
problems with heating and hot water. Bukla
guarantees that under such conditions the
hospitable hosts of the place will do all they
can to make it into a pleasurable stay.

Accomodation choices in areas that are
outsicde the tourism hotspots may not be as
comfortable as the hotels in the downtown
areas of big cities, however they will defi-
nitely be clean and have character.

Ifyou happen to be on a Bukla camping tour,
all you need to pack for is your personal be-

ECOTOURISM

We organize all our tours with the feel-
ing of responsibility towards nature,
humans, culture, history and economy.
We further desire your participation and
control over what we are doing.

We try to make you experience every-
thing that is a part of nature culture and
nature through activities such as getting
to know local fauna and flora, cooling in
the rivers nearby, hiking in the forests,
climbing mountains, tasting local dish-
es, participating in festivals and even
funerals, farming and animal farming.

We contribute to events concerning
nature and ecotourism in local and na-
tional scales. We contribute ideas,and
give active support .

We show genuine efforts in sales of lo-
cal handcrafts at their real cost, sales
of local farm products, preventing the
sales of souveniers made of materials
obtained from animals or plants, pre-
venting the use of chemicals around
water sources, protection of wild life,
and preventing the unnecessary use of
natural resources.

We never disturb the wild animals in
their natural habitats, never intervene in
their natural feeding plan, we only ob-

serve them at a distance and take pho-
tographs.

We never let the unique plant and
animal species which are a part of our
country’s endemic wealth be taken
away from their natural envorinments.

You may very well seem to be rich and
arrogant in small communities and dif-
ferent cultures, so we try to understand
the people and their cultures.

We certainly take permission first before
we take any pictures. We never insist
on photographing people when they
are not willing. This is an important is-
sue in closed and religious communi-
ties. {A suggestion: if you promise to
the persen you are taking pictures of,
that you will send the photograph, send
it for sure. Do not give promises you are
not going to hold.).

The ways of communicating may dif-
fer from region to region or culture to
culture, they may be unnecessary, too
special or in a manner that you are not
used to, still they must be understood
as only a sincere way of trying to estab-
lish communication.

During shopping, please bargain within
reason. Keep in mind that most of the

time that product is the only income
source of the family and usually the
discounts you bargain for are just as

much as the tips you leave at a restau-

rant. Neither our guides nor the bukla
workers do not take commisions in any
way.

Please do not give anything to people
such as money, candy etc. This will re-
sult in expectations in people, especially
in children that tourists always will give
something to them. Begging children
is not a pleasant sight. If you desire to
give a present, please do it throuh your
group leader.

The use of technological devices, jew-
elry and valuable Dbelongings may
emphasise the economical gap be-
tween you and the local people,
we do not appriciate showing off.

‘We do not forget that the places

we visit are the people’s home. We
tried to give several examples of
economical,social and envorinmental
values. Not everyone can do ecotour-
ism. It is not a kind of tourism to be
done by someone who is not a nature
and culture specialist. Bukla is an ex-
pert in ecotourism, and is the leading
ecotourism agency in Turkey.

information




information

longings. Bulda provides each attendee with
a 2-person high-altitude tent and sleeping
bags and mattresses and arranges for your
food and comfort. Most Bulda camping tours
are carried out in places that do not have an
established camping arrangements. There
may be primitive conditicns to work with.

MEALS

Meals on Bukla tours are typically three times
a day, unless otherwise noted. In city centers
where there are many options for meals, meal
cost may not be included in the tour price.

In cases where accomodation is at a roadside
bed &. breakfast, brealkfast and dinner is in-
cluded in the tour price and is the main meal
offered at that location, which may either be a
buffet type meal or an a-la-cart menu.

As Turkish cuisine is one of the most famous
in the world, Bukla worls to offer its dients
the best samples of the local cuisine.

In addition to all this, Bukla is keen on mal-
ing sure any food bought outside the main
locale is prepared under good hygenic con-
ditions. Bulkla meals abways offer alternatives
for vegeterians.

On expedition tours Bukia chefs prepare the
camp meals and they determine the menu

taling into consideration the proper protein
and carbohydrate intake needed during such
challenging programs.

CHILDREN

Bukla tours are good for children between
12-16, only under the supervision of their
parents. Tour details in this brochure state the
particular age limits.

Bukla can operate custom tours designed
spedfically for the needs of a family or indi-
vidual.

Parents planning to bring their children on
the Bukla tours should note that in some cas-
es Bukla may not be able to offer the comfort
ot hygene they are accustomed to provide
for their children. Also there may be cases
where some of the tour attendees may not
be happy about the participation of children,
or your child may be exposed to alchol-free
environments.

It is also vey [ikely that children will tire very
easily and require the parents to carry the,
which in effect will slow the tour group down
and may cause delays in the tour program.
Please note that all attendees of Bulda tours
are treated as adults and that parents do not
have the option of demanding tolerance or

RECOMMENDED EQUIPMENTS

Bulda provides all kinds of equipment
required for sea kayaking, diving, pa-
ragliding, mountian biking, cave expe-
ditions, and canyoning. Personal items
such as sleeping bags, mats and water
bottles are expected to be brought by
tour attendees. Attendees are advised
to keep the equipments at a minimum.
Here is a list of items necessary for all
Bulda tours, except expeditions:

Large Backpack: A bag that will
allow you to carry all your be-
longings in one piece. An 80
kg (180 Ib} luggage is generally
adequate for a 10 day trip. Dur-
ing mountaineering tours where
your backpack is being cartied by
mules or porters, you will be expected to
limit your belongings to 16 kg (35 I[bs).
Should you exceed this amount Bukla will
need to charge an extra transportation
cost.

Small Backpaclk: A bag of about
40 kg (100 [bs} that you will use
to carry your flashlight, fleece,
overcoat, water bottle, sun-
screen, binoculars, headlamps,
cap and gloves.

Trelddng shoes: Hard rubber out-
soled shoes with medium high
collars that wrap your anldes.

Hiking Boots: Water resistant hard
rubber outsoled  high-traction
shoes with sturdy support collar
for your ankles.

Sodks: Thick wool socls and leg-
gings that will provide warmth
at cold temperatures

Head gear: A cap that you can
wear comfortably at all times.
Windproot balaclavas are also
recommended.

Sun glasses: Wrap-around sun-
glasses that provide maximum
coverage.

Skit goggles: Full coverage pro-
viding goggles that snap on
your head are ideal for all kinds
of expeditions

Flashlight & Headlamp: Light-
weight flashlight and headlamp
with good projection, long bat-
tery life and replacement bat-
teries

Fleece: A jacket that will main-
tain body temperature under
both hot and cold conditions.
Can be used as a midlayer or an
outer [ayer.

Rain and wind jacket: A wind
and waterproof top of breath-
able fabric, ideally with hood,
vents, zippers and [inings.

Snow jacket: Wind & water proof
jacket with hood. Large enough
to have you wear a fleece and a
polypropylene shirt under it.

changes in program because of children’s po-
tential incompatilibilty with the tour.

If there is more than one child, and if the tour
price has already received children discounts,
in the case of sharing a room only the first
child is eligible for the 50% discount offer. At
country bed&. brealdfasts, room arrangements
for famity members will be determined ac-
cording to the availability.

SERVICES INCLUDED

Bulda worls to offer the same standards of
service at all times. All costs of the tour are
calculated in advance and charged in one
[ump sum, which in effect does not require
you to male any additional payments during
the tour. The total cost generally incdudes
meals, domestic flights, accomodation,
transportation, museum and parking tickets,
travel insurance, camping equipment and
guide services.

SERVICES EXCLUDED

International airffare, airport taxes, visa ¢psts,
beverages, personal expenditures and per-
sonal insurance of any kind is not included in
the pridng, unless otherwise noted.

CONDITION
Bukla's main assumption about its clients

will move moisture away and keep
skin dry

Polypropylene undershirt and parits:
m A soft, ightweight, and bacteria-
and fungal-resistant top and bottam
Snow pants: Pants made of
Gore-tex or similar water and
wind proof materials will main-
tain body heat
4 Treldking Pole: A ret sturdy walle-
ing sticlc that will support your
‘J dimb. Skiing poles are as good.

/
[ Water bottle: A 2 It (4 [bs} water
{ bottle is good for treks and hikes.
\ Thermos bottles are good for
camping,.

reception and your cell phone
will come handy. Charger and
arty alternative charging equip-
menit

i Cell phone: Mt. Ararat has good

First aid kit: A small bag that will
hold your personal medications
(if any} and all kinds of essen-
tials for treating anything from
blisters and splinters to larger
wounds. A recommended list
of first aid kit contents are bum
careme, stretch gauze roll, pain killer, anti-
septic, anti-histamin and antidiarrhoearal
medicines, bug and musquitc deterrant
solutions, cold medicine, antibiotic, band
aid, dilretic, diamox, dioralite, vitamin
water disinfectants.

is that they are people with good health,
physically able to accept mild hardship such
as attend long hikes.  Should there be
a health condition that may worsen during
tours, Bukla requests to be informed ahead
of time

: _}I f" ¥
Challenging: rry
All of the expedition tours where you will
be mountaineeting and camping. It will be
expected that your fitness condition will
be good enought to handle the hardships
involved. Please contact our office to learn
weather you are in a good enough condi-
tion to take a challenging tour.

#-

Moderate: r
Despite being mildly strenous, these tours
are open to all nature lovers with varying
[evels of fitness conditions. You may be on
a tough trail one day and an easy one the
next. Comfortable trekking condition is a
must.

These tours involve basic trelking at low al-
titudes and on easy trails and do not require
any specific level of fitness.

LOCAL EXPENSES
There are times when certain local services

PROVIDED EQUIPMENTS

Bukla ensures that your comfort will not
be compromised under harsh weather
conditions. Most Bulkla equipments out-
lined below are by the trusted outdoor
equipment brand Salewa. All equip-
ments provided by Bukla are compliant
with EU standards and receive regular
maintenance and revision.

2 Tents: Wind and water proof

& tents that can be used at high
altitudes in all four seasons

@ . Kitchen Tent: Large wind

y j‘.—- and water proof tent that ac-
comodates upte 15 people

Stove: 3 bumer Campmor
h propane stoves and MSR
"= high-altitude stoves
Sleeping bag: -18° C sleep-
s ing bag that ensures consist-
ent insulation coverage and
prevents convective heat
loss.

Mattress: lom (3/87} thick
synthetic mattress

Latge bag covers: Water

@j proofed bags to cover all
equipment from rain and
wind

Rope: Eal brand static rope,
petlon and pursicler

are paid on the spot. The tour leader makes
these payments on your behalf using the
payments you have made prior to the start
of the tour.

EXTRA EXPENSES

Your extra expenses vary according to your
needs and how much you are interested in
shopping duting a trip. Bulda tours cover all
the stated activities. The only extra expense
will most likely be your personal spenditure.
In either case Bukla recommends that you
carry about 30% of your tour rate with you
in cash.

VEHICLES

Bukla uses air conditioned minibuses. Size
of vehide may vary depending on the size
of group. There may be connection flights,
buses or boats depending on the type of
tour. Bukla's priority in selection of vehicles
is safety first, comfort second.

TOUR DETAILS

In this brochure you can find detailed infor-
mation on the tour programs, recommenda-
tions and equipment lists. You can request
details about any specific tour listed here by
emailing Bulda office at bukla@bukla.com.
Please male your reservation after reading
and learning about the tour details.

Helmet: Salewa helmet
with lightweight PVC shell
with polystyrene impact
liner’

Harness:  Rocteryx  and
Salewa hamesses that are
adjustable with quick re-
lease leg loops for a secure
fit around the thighs

Krampon:  Semi-automatic
and automatic crampons
with ties

Carabiners: Locking carabin-
ers that are easy to operate
while rappeling or belaying

lce axe: 60-70-80 am long
(24"-28"-32"} lightweight
Salewa ice axe

lce  saew: Salewa ice
screw that has fast spinning
sleeves that work well dur-
ing placement

Filter: Pumps and pills to fil-
ter and disinfect water

Satellite & Cordless phones:
High reception phones for
emergency and for short
distance communication

First aid kit: First aid kits for
all kinds of emergency
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Our trekking and hiking tours are organized in all the off the beaten
track sites in Turkey, where the best of ecosystems meets forgotten
cultures.

Breathtaking views are everywhere, be it on the yaylas, forests or
alpine zones. The exotic fauna and flora are bound to mystify you,
so much so that we are sure you will want to go on a flora and fauna
tour once you experience the sights and smells these trekking tours
expose you to.
.

“All our tours can be customized for your needs, so let us know what
you like and we will offer you the best trekking and hiking experience

that you will always remember. r

\!

’,l -

HIGHLIGHTS

MACcAHEL VALLEY:
Famous for its ancient Monument Forest

FIRTINA VALLEY:
Among the top 200 preserved ecosystems

KAckArR MoOUNTAIN:
Highest peak of the Black Sea Region

CAPPADOCIA:

Mt. Erciyes and Mt. Hasan have erupted mil-
lions of years ago, their tuff covering a10.000
km? area which came to be known as ‘the land
of gorgeous horses’. The region is famous for
its soft mallable terrain which was home to the
early Christians that dug out their cave homes
and underground communities there.

Corun River:

With its long valleys and steep hills, the moun-
tain ranges that surround Coruhriver soar at
3900m. The tallest mountains of this area have
Crater Lakes, green pastures and an unbeliev-
able amount of fauna and flora.

trekking & hiking tours

—
W



Trans Kackar

Discovering Firtina Valley and Glacial lakes

Yusufeli

Summit
5,

Day 1: Flight from Istanbul to Trabzon, touring Sumela Monastry;
Day 2: Traveling through Coruh, Barhal and Hevek yaylas, meeting
locals, taking photos and observe local lifestyle; Day 3-4: Hiking
to Kackar Summit thru Glacial lakes; Day 3: Resting and preparing
for next day’s hike; Day 4: Early departure for Naletleme Passage,
descent to Ayder Yayla thru Glacial lakes, resting at spa; Day 5-7:
Touring Storm Valley, observing its globally significant ecosystem,
touring Bell Castle; Day 8: Departure from Trabzon to Istanbul

Destinations: Trabzon, Sumela Monastery, Ardesen, Artvin, Yu-
sufeli, Barhal, Hevek, Olgunlar and Nastaf yaylas ,
Dilberdiizii Camp Site, Deniz Lake, Kackar Moun-
tain and Summit (3937 m.), Dobe Yayla, Nal-
etleme Passage, Black Sea lake, Ceymakecur and
Ayder Yaylas, Firtina valley, Historical Suspension
Bridges, Camlihemsin, Bell Castle, Palovit Water-

fall

Accomodation: 2-3 star hotels in downtown areas, timber B&Bs,

tents at the mountains
Transportation: ~ Domestic airfare, transfers with minivans

Meals: 3 meals; hotels and B&B menu, camp meal

Equipments: All technical and camping gear

Guide: Professional guides

Admission: All national parks and museums

Season: July 1 - October 1

Duration: 8 days, 7 nights

Condlition: Day hikes that last 4-9 hours

Excluded: Beverages, personal expenses, visa, international
airfare

Additional tours: A 2-day Istanbul tour or a week-long Mt. Ararat
tour can be added to the beginning or the end.
Rafting in Firtina and Coruh valleys can also be

included per request.

Vercenik to Mt. Kackar

Hiking the Pontus Alps from North to South

Trabzon

Mt. Kackar

‘MOH astery Vercenik /

;jij?j;r‘ Erzurum

All yaylas on this tour are ‘roads less traveled’ and thus exhibit an
out-of-this-world beauty and antiquity. The tour offers many op-
portunities to observe local cultures and lifestyles while exploring
natural riches. Firtina Valley offers an extensive array of flora ve
fauna. A special tour can be designed for experienced hikers to
hike up to Mt. Vergcenik Summit (3711 m), which requires a higher
level of experience.

Day 1: Arrival to Trabzon, Sumela Monastry, Day 2-6: Mt. Vercenik;
Day 7-13: Mt. Kackar Summit (3937 m), the highest peak of the
Black sea region; Day 14: Departure from Erzurum to Istanbul

Destinations: Trabzon, Sumela Monastery, Camlithemsin, Firtina
Valley, Historical Suspension Bridges, Palovit Wa-
terfall, Cat, Vercenik Mountain and Lakes, Tatos
Mountain Passage, Adali Lakes, Cigekli, Hacivanak,
Apivanak, Amlakit, Trovit, Samistal, Kavron Yay-
las, Mezovit, Naletleme Passage, Dobe, Olgun-
lar, Nastaf Yaylalari, Dilberdiizti Camp site, Deniz
Laketi, Kackar Mountain Summitsi, Hevek, Barhal,
Yusufeli, Erzurum.

Accomodation:  2-3 star hotels in downtown areas, timber B&Bs,
tents at the mountains

Transportation: ~ Domestic airfare, transfers with minivans

Meals:<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>